

















RAFT:
Role, Audience, Format, Topic

The following is a model of a writing task that uses the RAFT strategy. Tom Loftus, from Greece
Athena High School, designed this RAFT for his 9™ grade students to facilitate their reading of
Steinbeck’s, The Pearl.

Role You will assume the role of Juana, wife of Kino in John Steinbeck’s, The
Pearl.

Audience The audience is “herself.”

Format In reading the novel, we considered the “Song of Evil” and the “Song of

the Family;” now, you are to create Juana’s “Song to Herself.” The
format you will use is a personal journal or diary. Assume or prefend
that Juana communicated with herself, talked things over in her head, as
the action of the story played out. What was she thinking? How did it
feel? What did she think her family should do? Now, how can you
describe these things? When you assume the first person, the role of
Juana, you will be using words to describe how you feel—you will be
singing the “Song of Herself.”

Topic The time you will use is during the action of 7The Pearl and a speculation
on what happened afterward—what did the family do after they threw the
“pearl of the world” back into the ocean?

The Writing Task: Write a response in which you assume the role of Juana, wife of Kino
in John Steinbeck’s The Pearl. You must decide what you think she was thinking and
feeling, and then describe it in detail. Use specific references to the text. You should have
at least seven references to the text and at least three quotations. You must also specifically
mention all four of the essential questions, which is cake because Juana is an indigenous
female in a sexist and racist culture that was neither fair nor just because those in power—
including her husband—used it over the powerless, a group of which she is a member.
Your response should be at least two typed double-spaced pages in 12 point font.




ROLE

AUDIENCE

FORMAT

TOPIC

Boy of 12 who
came from Europe
in steerage

Best friend back in
Germany

[etter

Crossing the
ocean on the
ship

Ship captain

Emigrants waiting to
come to America

Booklet

How to prepare
for your trip

Artist arriving from
France

Graphic design firm in
NYC |

Picture postcard

Wish you were
here

Dorothy Hargrove, | Mayor of NYC Editorial We are being

NYC Sophisticate overrun with
foreigners

Father arriving in Wife and children in Italy | Letter Don’t worty, it’s

first class from Italy

easy to
immigrate!




ROLE

AUDIENCE

FORMAT

TOPIC

Mother whose 16 Family in Russia Poem Crying my eyes out

year old son does over here

not pass the medical

exam and will be

deported

Young, single Her future children Diary Arriving at Ellis

woman from Island

Ireland

Dorothy Hargrove, | Mayor of NYC Editorial We are being

NYC Sophisticate overrun with
foreigners

Ellis Island Immigration Service Cartoon What a lot of

Interpreter Employee Newspaper gibberish!




