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English as a Second Language Video Script 

Language: English 
 
Introduction: 
 
Welcome to Schuylkill County.  I am a Schuylkill IU 29 translator/interpreter and it’s a privilege for me 
to have this opportunity to greet you.  We hope that Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania will be the very 
best place for you and your children. 
 
This video you are now watching will tell you general information about Schuylkill County Public 
Schools.   
 
Registering your children in public school: 
 
You must go to the school office. 
 

1. Schools are required to provide information about assessment, academic achievement and 
related issues to parents in their native language or in their preferred mode of communication. 

• If you need an interpreter or translator, tell the people in the school office. 
 

2. You must have proof of a local address and an immunization record.  
 

3. You are not required to provide Social Security numbers for your children. 
• If your children don’t have social security numbers, it doesn’t matter. 
• It can’t be required for registration, nor do you need to provide any information 

regarding your immigration status. 
• All students have a right to an education. 

 
4. You are asked to complete a Home Language Survey for each child. 

 
If a language other than English is used in the home, the student is evaluated to determine 
their level of English proficiency. 

• Depending on the results, the school will provide English As A Second Language 
(ESL) instruction. 

• Instruction time varies from 2-3 hours per day for a student who doesn’t speak any 
English to 1 hour per day for an advanced student. 

• Teachers of other subjects will adjust, modify and provide additional help so that the 
student can understand what he’s being taught.  Evaluation of each student’s 
progress will be ongoing.  Depending on the results, changes may be necessary. 

 
5. Some of the other forms you will see include an emergency contact form, the application for   
free or reduced cost lunch, as well as others, depending on the school district. 

• Emergency cards include telephone numbers and other contact information in 
case of an emergency. 

• The application for free or reduced cost lunch asks for documentation of the 
monthly incomes of all working family members. 
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o If the combined monthly income is less than the federal government’s 
estimate, your children may be able to receive their daily lunches 
totally free. 

o The application is available in other languages. 
 

6. After you have completed the forms for the office, the secretary will ask you to fill out other 
forms for the school nurse. 

 
• Medical history for each student. The school likes to have an idea of the general 

medical history on each one of its students.  Especially if any of the students has a 
medical condition that requires special medical attention.   
 

7. There are times when it may be necessary to evaluate a student if there are indicators that 
special education or if specialized classes are needed.  The school must be sure that a child’s 
learning difficulties are not due to the lack of English skills. 

 
8. The school should also encourage participation in all of the special programs that are 
offered, such as vocational training, gifted programs, and extra-curricular activities.   

 
9. Public schools should be well informed and respectful of the different cultures from which 
their students come. 

• Discrimination is not tolerated. 
 
General Expectations: 
 
1. School Calendar: 

o Children begin the school year at the end of August or the beginning of 
September and finish school in mid-June. 

o There are certain days in between when school close for holidays. 
o These days are indicated on the school district’s calendar. 

 
2. Report Cards and Conferences:   

The students usually receive four report cards per year. 
o Usually the schools ask their teachers to have parent conferences after the 

first report card is sent home. It’s very important than you attend these 
conferences.  It’s an opportunity for you and your child’s teachers to get to 
know one another.   

 During the remainder of the year, if you would like to meet with any 
teachers or with the principal you should call the school to make an 
appointment. 

 
3. Attendance: 

Daily attendance at school is of utmost importance. The Pennsylvania public school system is 
very strict on this matter. 

o If a student is not sick, doesn’t have either a medical or dental appointment, 
the student should be at school. 
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o The school does not excuse attendance because it’s the student’s birthday, 
because it’s raining or snowing, or because the parents need a translator for 
an appointment.   

o When your children are absent from class because of illness, you must send 
a written excuse with them when they return to school. It doesn’t matter if the 
note is not written in English. Make sure to sign the note. 

 
4. Outdoor Recess: 

The school day here is much longer than in other countries. Elementary school children have a 
brief recess in the morning and another in the afternoon.  You will need to buy heavy coats and 
boots for your children because they will go outside even when it’s cold.   

 
5. School Delays or Closings: 

Occasionally the school system will close schools for a day if there is a heavy snow.  It is your 
family’s responsibility to pay attention to the local news on the radio or television to find out if 
classes have been delayed or canceled. Some schools use a phone system to announce 
delays or cancellations. 

 
6. Transportation: 

Depending on where you live, many school districts provide transportation: 
 If this is your children’s case, make sure you know where your child’s bus stop is 

located. 
 The school district assigns a bus stop as well as a pick-up time at which a bus will 

pick up your child during the school year. 
  

7. Discipline/Violence: 
Schools don’t tolerate any type of violence. 

 
• Zero tolerance of violence means that under no circumstances do the schools allow 

their students to fight, to kick, have fist fights, hurt anyone or intimidate any other 
student. 

• Under no circumstance do the schools allow their students to carry weapons or any 
other object with which another student can be attacked. 

• If a school official finds that a student has a weapon, that student will be taken to court. 
 

The schools need to maintain a calm and healthy environment in which a student can learn.  If 
one student is having a problem with another student, it is recommended that they talk with 
someone of authority (teacher/principal) at the school.  Then those involved in the situation will 
meet and they will get help in resolving their differences.  That way they can learn to manage 
their conflicts and get along. 

 
Teachers ask parents to do the same at home.  If your child doesn’t abide by the rules you 
have at home, certain privileges can be withheld so that they can understand the 
consequences, for example, television privileges. 
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8. Moving: 
• If you move within the same city, the new school will request a transfer of the documents, as 

long as it’s the same school district. 
 

• If you move out of the city, then you will have to go through the registration process again 
because you would then be in a different school district. 

 
• Each time that you move, it’s very important that you notify the school.  You will need to update 

the emergency contact information. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
We know that you all want your children to learn to speak English, but it is very important that you 
continue to speak, read and write to them in the native language so that they don’t forget their first 
language. This also helps them learn English.  
 
You and your children have to learn the school and classroom rules.  They will have to learn a new 
language and use it to do schoolwork.  This will not be easy, but it is not impossible.  Many students 
have been successful in the past and continue to do so now.  Your children can achieve success as 
well if we all work together. 
 
There are English classes for adults in Schuylkill County. Please call the Lifelong Learning Center at 
1-888-945-1333 for information and schedules. 
 
Thank you for the time you’ve given us to watch this video.  Feel free to watch it again if you still have 
questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


