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Stacking and Storage
Finding safe and sufficient storage rooms at school seems to be a perpetual headache for school
administrators. In the music area, for example, storage spaces are converted to practice rooms. In
science labs, classrooms are subdivided as growing enrollments require more teaching space; so
chemicals, science equipment and general supplies tend to occupy the same limited storage space,
resulting in inadequate storage for acids, bases and chemicals. As the education population
increases, classroom use is maximized and closets and storage areas are converted into small teach-
ing and office spaces. This lack of storage space can create unsafe conditions that can result in
injury and illness.

Following these procedures can minimize common illnesses and injuries 
that result from improper stacking and storage:

Stacking

■ Safe stacking pro-
cedures start with
the bottom layer.

Establish a stur-
dy foundation

with the
first layer
for all
additional

layers.

■ If the stack will be placed
against a stationary wall, place
the bottom layer a few inches
away from the wall so the
upper layers can lean into the
wall and not toward staff or
students.

■ If not stacked against a station-
ary wall, build stacks sequen-
tially, with the largest on the
bottom, to brace and reinforce
each other.

■ Make sure that you have kept
proper clearances from sprin-
kler heads, aisles and points of
exit.

Storage

■ Elevate containers of perishable materials off the floor
when stored to prevent contamination from leakage or
drainage problems.

■ Place fire separators between containers of combustibles or
flammables when stacking them upon one another, to
assure their support and stability.

■ Create a clear division of space between combustible items
(such as chemicals) and flammable items (such as books or
papers).

■ Combustible scrap, debris and waste materials (e.g., oily
rags) should be stored in covered metal receptacles and
removed promptly from the school.

■ Keep all flammable liquids in closed containers when not
in use.

■ Always use approved containers and tanks for the storage
and handling of flammable and combustible liquids.

■ Check to be sure that all
connections on drums
and combustible-liquid
piping, vapor and liquids
are tight.

■ Make sure all containers
with dangerous or com-
bustible contents are
clearly labeled and that
their related Material
Safety Data Sheets
(MSDS—sheets used to
recommend storage, treat-
ment and disposal infor-
mation) are kept handy.


